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10%* JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH OF NAT CHITOCHES’_‘
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STATE OF LOUISIANA .

: 43
Nq? @ (65\;2 DIVISION: 6 Tl e
NATCHITOCHES PARISH GOVERNMENT, )

A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA -
VERSUS

R. STUART WRIGHT, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS
SHERIFF OF NATCHITOCHES PARISHAND
THE NATCHITOCHES PARISH LAW ENFORCEMENT DISTRICT

£ , 5

FILED:

DEPUTY CLERK R

PETITION FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT
AND SUPPLEMENTAL RELIEF

NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, comes Plaintiff, Natchitoches Parish

Government, who, in an action for declaratory and supplemental relief , respectfully avers as

5
S

follows:
1.
Plaintiff herein is Natchitoches Parish Government (“Parish”), a.political subdivision of

the State of Louisiana.

Made defendants herein are:
(a) 'R. Stuart Wright, in his official capacity as Sheriff of Natchitoches Parish

(“Sheriff”), a person of the full age of majority and domiciled in Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana;

and; T

(b)  The Natchitoches Parish Law Enforcement District (“District”), a ﬁbliticél

subdivision of the State of Louisiana created by La. R.S. 13:5901 (formerly La. R.S. 33:9001),

who can be served thiough the Sheriff, as the ex officio Chief Executive Officer of thé District dt; .

200 Church Street, Suite 100, Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457 (referred to collectively with the

Sheriff as “Sheriff?). | BN

A

3.

Veile is proper for this action pursuant to La. R.S. 13:5104(B). s
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This action is brought puisuant to Louisiazla Code of Civil Procedure dtticles 18711883 % Y
governing actions for declaratory judgment. :
5. -

sy
f} -

The declaratory judgment articles are remedial in nature and must be liberally constined
and applied so as to give the procedure full effect within the contours of a justiciable c'dz;:'t‘rdveris}"/-: L ’
P 6.

As hereinafter miofe fully described, a justiciable controversy exists between the Parlshand .

the Sheriff regarding the statutorily mandated funding that must be provided by the Parish for the
Natchitoches Parish Detention Center (“Detention Center”) as well as the application of and
interpretation of statutes governing funding of the Sheriff’s office generally.
7.
At all material times herein, the Parish opérates under a Home Rule Charter pursuant o
Article VI, Section 5 of the Louisiana Constitution and the provisions of La. R.S. 33:1395,
8.
The Parish is requifed by the Louisiana Local Government Budget Act to subiiit a
proposed operating budget with total proposed expenditures that “shall not excéed the total of *

estimated funds available for the ensuing fiscal year.” La. R.S. 39:1305(E).

t

9. '

™

The Parish’s annual budget is difficult to balance with many competing priorities atid 1ot
all important programs can be adequately funded; therefore, difficult finding decisidns"muéf be
made each year by the Parish Council regarding which agencies, departments, and programs
receive the limited funding available. '

10.

The annual revenues of the Parish are required to be dedicated under a legislative pfi()rifir

system which provides that “first, all stanitory charges shall be paid from the respective funds upon

which they are imposéd.” La. R.S. 33:2922(A).
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1.
Accordingly, it is imperative that the statutorily mandated Parish funding obligations; i .

P ¥

including the obligation to fund state agencies within Natchitoches Parish such as the Naichitoches'i ~ -

Parish Sheriff’s Office and the Detention Center, are well defined and understood.
12. . ! e
Disputes exist between the Parish and the Sheriff regarding the statutorily .rna:tid';lteéiE
funding obligations of the Parish and the Sheriff telated to the Détention Ceriter and the _'pri‘sé'ﬁersu‘
housed thefein as well as those pafish prisoners detained outside of Natchi;toch‘es Parish.
13.
As more fully set foith below, the Parish seeks the declaratory judgmént of this Honorable
Court to declare those expenses the Parish is required by law to pay and those expenses the Shefiff
is required to pay in connection with the Detention Center as well as to declare the respéctive
duties and obligations of the Parish and the Sheriff regarding the housing, transportation, feeding; ‘
and keeping of both parish and non-parish prisoners.
14.
Under Louisiana law, the sources of law are legislation and custom. La. Civ. Code art: 1
However, legislation is the solemn expression of legislative will and prevails over custom. Ia.
Civ. Code art. 2. Accordingly, in order to determine the respective rights and obl_igatiohsxof"the'

Parish and the Sheriff with regard to the Detention Center and the prisoners housed thefein, oné

must first understand the applicable legislation. Coe

=

3

Parish Government Duty to Provide and Maintain the Jail Building

15.
A parish government has a statutory obligation to provide a parish‘jail. Morepatticilarly, ,

La. R.S. 33:4715 provides: W

La. R.8.33:4715. Providing parish court-house and jail

The police jury of each parish shall provide a good and sufficient . -
court-house, with rooms for jurors, and a good and sufficient jail, at l .
such place as they may deein most convenient for the parish at large, oo
provided that when the seat of justice is established by law, they

shall not have power to remove it. (emphasis supplied). . (




16.

However, the sheriffs are aiso authorized to purchase and equip a jail. Specifically, La. R.
S. 13:5522(D) provides:

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 33:4713, a sheriff and ex.

officio tax collector may purchase and equip such real property as is K
necessary in the performance of his duties, including but nof limited

to an adéqoate and safe jail. The ownership of such real property

shall be vested in the parish law enforcement district.

17.

P
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A law enforcement district is cieated pursuant to La. R.S. 13:5901 "for the purpose of

providing financing ‘to the office of sheriff for that parish.” The boundaries of the District ‘are
¢oterminous with the boundaries of the Parish, and the duly elected Sheriff is, by statute, the.chief
executive officer of the District.

18. '

La. R.S. 13:5909 provides that "[i]t is the purpose of this Chapter to create special district

for the financing of the sheriff's office," and that "[n]othing contained herein shall be interprefed

as diminishing any of the authorify of the sheriff as delegated to him in the constitution and laws

of this state."

19.

Once the jail is provided for, a parish government then has the statutory duty to rifainfz_ﬁn_
the jail. More particularly, La. R.S. 15:702 provides:

La. R.S. 15:702. Maintenance of parish jails

The governing authority of each parish shall be responsible for the -

physical maintenance of all parish jails and prisons. In those
parishes ir which the governing authority operates the parish jail the ¢
governing authority shall pass all bylaws and regulations they may

deem expedient for the police and good government of the jails and. .
prisons béing operated by the parish governing authority. (emphasis .
supplied).
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20.
The cléar and unambiguous intent of La. R.S. 33:4715, La. R.S. 13:5522(D) and La. R.S. .

'

- P T
15:702 is that the Parish bears the duty to provide and physically maintain an appropriate parish{ = -~

o

jail facility, although the Sheriff is likewise authorized to construct a jail facility when he déemf‘é}: .

U AP

- -

it necessary in the performance of his duties.

21. B

Likewise, the day-to-day janitorial services needed by the parish jail are not “maini:eh'ancﬂe,’? ¥

of the jail building as that term is used in la. R.S. 15:702, but instead janitorial services, for exaffiple -

h
-
-

*

mopping floors, taking out trash, and cleaning cells and bathrooms. Janitorial services are part and. -

parcel of keeping or operating thé jail which falls under the sheriff’s stitutory duties. Jamitotial °
- s 4
services are normally performed by inmate trustee laborers.

22, . ‘ )

g

The foregoing statutés impose no obligation on the Parish with regard to any'cspefatiﬁﬁs;*bﬁi
the parish jail.
i

Sheriff Duty to Operate the Jail

23. o
Instead, a parish sheriff bears the duty to keep his parish’s jail. More particularly, l‘,a‘. |
R.S. 15:704 provides: h
15:704. Sheriff keeper of jail

Fach sheriff shall be the keeper of the public jail of his parish, and

shall by all lawful means preserve the peace and apprehend all

disturbers thereof, and other public offenders. (emphasis supplied).

24.

Likewise, in virtually identical language, La. R.S. 13:5539(D) provides that “[eJach sheriff

shall be keeper of the public jail of his parish and shall preserve the peace aind apprehené public e

H

@

offenders.”




fl

25.

+
4
t
i
+
4
&
1

Pursuant to La. R.S. 13:5539 and La. R.S. 15:704, the Sheriff has the duty to “keep” the' 7T

3
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Detention Center. Stated differently, the Sheriff has the duty of jailkeeper which means thatthe

1

Sheriff has the duty of operating the Detention Center.
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26. -
It is not just the duty to operate, but also the expenses associated with the operation of’ thé ‘
parish jail that are likewise a sheriff’s statutory obligation. More specificaily, La. R.S. 13:5522¢ © ]
makes it clear that “all expenses” incurred by a sheriff in the performance of his duties .afe his ,
obligation to pay. It states: ¢
13:5522. Expenditures to be made from sheriff's salary '@d

A. A sheriff and ex officio tax collector shall pay fiom the Shériff's
Salary Fund, upon warrant drawn by him, all expenses authorized
by law which are incurred in the performance of his duties,
including, but not restricted to, clerical expenses, the salary of the
sheriff, and of all deputies, reasonable attorney fees for legal ‘o
services, the premium of bonds required by the sheriff and deputies, -
the cost of uniforms foi depuities, including clothing for deputies o
agsigned plain clothes duty or undercover operational duties, and the
membership dues of the sheriff and deputies in the Louisiana
Sheriffs' Association and in the National Sheriffs' Association. i
(emphasis supplied). %

LY

The language of La. R.S. 13:5522 is clear and unambiguous and therefore in accordance with:L.a.:

Civ. Code att. 9 must be inferpreted as written. If the Sheriff possesses a duty, he must pay 'alj. F

‘.L‘

expenses associated with that duty (unless modified by a more specific statute elsewhere). Thatm
to say, La. R.S. 13:5522 ties together a sheriff’s duties and his obligation to pay all expenses
incurred in the performance of thosé duties. The Sheriff possesses the statutory duty to keep.(iz€.,

to operate) the Detention Center and therefore must bear all expenses associated with the jail
operations, including specifically the salaries and benefits of the Sheriff’s deputies providing jail:
keeping services, unless otherwise stated in more specific legislation.

27.

The general statutory regime is clear: the Parish must provide a jail building, b, T

&

alternatively, the Sheriff is duthorized to do so in its place, and the Parish must éither thsiE:aily’— '
1




maintain it or pay all costs of its maintenance. The Sheriff must operate the jail and pay- the

x

expenses of thdt operation, except where further modified by statute.
Limited Statutory Jail Expénse Charges Assessed to Parish Goverhmeénts

28. -

H

One jail expense éxpressly allocated to a parish government is the obligation fo provide

¥

healthcare to parish prisoners. More specifically, La. R.S. 15:703 provides in pertinent part:

La. R.S. 15:703. Physician to be appointed for each parish; salary
|
A. The governing authority of each parish shiall appoint annually a g
physician.who shall attend the prisoners who are confined in parish
jail§ whenever they are sick. His salary shall be fixed, by the
governing authority. Any physician so appointed shall bé licensed )
as provided in R.S. 37:1271 and shall be a qualified health care e R
provider in a¢cordance with R.S. 40:1231.2.

1. Inlieu of appointing a physician, the governing authority of o
any parish may enter into a confract with a health care
providet, licensed or regulated by the laws of this state, to**
provide requisite health care services, as required in this
‘Section. The term "health care provider" as used in. this
Subsection means a person, parinership, limited liability
partnership, limited liability company, corporation, facility, or
institution licensed or regulated by the laws of this state to
provide health care services or professional services as a .
physician and qualified as such in accordance with R.S. :
40:1231.2. R

29. o

]
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So, the financial obligation. to pay for the healthcare of parish prisoners is expressly

allocated to parish governing authorities by La. R.S. 15:703. ; oy

30. S
However, a patish’s obligafion fo pay for the healthcare of parish prisoners putsudnt 16 L3

R.S. 15:703 does not extend to prisoners being held for other entities; for examfple; State:

ror

Departrnent of Corrections (‘DOC™) prisoners, other states” prisoners, or federal prisotiérs of any |

type. v

31. *

More specifically, the Sheriff houses prisoners in the Detention Ceriter from the D’O‘é, a%

-

well as prisoners from other states, including $pecifically from the State of Texas (collectively,-

x "“-)"
r

t e
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“non-parish prisoners™). There is no statutory mandate that the Parish pay any expenses; ilicll"%dfﬁ‘g;

£

[P VR P
-

medical expénses, associated with these non-parish prisoners.

32. ¥ ‘
To the contrary, La. R.S. 15:824 governs persons committed to the Louisiana Department «
of Public Safety and Corrections (“DOC”) but held in parish jails and sets a statufory ‘per d.iéi:[TLw e
amount! to be paid by the DOC to a sheriff for keeping a DOC prisoner. It provides in relevant
part that “[w]hen the State makes payment in accordance with this Subsection, no aq?ditidnai‘:

compensation from the parish governing authority shall be paid to the sheriff for the caré ofthose ,

prisoners being held for the department.” La. R.S. 15:824(B)(2)(emphasis supplied). r

33.

The costs associated with housing other non-parish prisoners, including those held pursuant

to federal charges, interstate agreements, or immigration detention, are governed exclusively by

n?
i

contracts between the Sheriff and the respectivé detaining authoritiés, to which the Parish isnota -
party.

34.

The Parish cannot be liable for any expenses of housing non-parish prisoners "'u‘n“derf

¥

contracts to which it is not a party.

35.

Accordingly, the Parish is niot responsible or liable for any expenses, including ‘costs of
housing, feeding, keeping, transportation, of medical care, associated with DOC prisonérs, 6iit'—0fpi g
* 1 ~

state prisoners, prisoners detained for immigration violations, or federal prisoners, whether-ornot ™

held in the Detention Center.

L

¥
1

*

! La. R.S. 15:824(B)(1)(a) controls the per diem paid for housing of DOC Prisoners: “the sum of twenty-five ﬁbﬁﬁ}:§ Nt
and thirty-nine cénis [$25.39] per day for Fiscal Year 2019-2020, the sum of twenty-six dollars and thirty-hire denits:
[$26.39] per day for Fiscal Year 2020-2021, and each fiscal year thereafter.”




36.

A further set of itemized expenses that must be reimbursed to sheriffs, in many cases it -
1

La. R.S. 13:5535. Fees in criminal matters

The comipensation, fees, and costs allowed sheriffs, the parish of
‘Orleans excepted, for all services in criminal matters, shall be the
following;:

(1) For keeping and feeding of prisoners in jail not less than three

dollars and fifty cents per diem for each prisoner. Any suiplus
funds remaining at the end of the fiscal year shall be returned to
the parish governing authority.

(2) For executing any prisoner sentenced to capital punishment,

fifty dollars to be paid by the parish.

(3) For évery mile they actnally and necessarily travel in going to

and returning from the service of any process outside the parish,
4 niileage rate equal to the mileage rate established by the
division of administrafion for the use of state owned vehicles and
all actual expenses incurred in the service of the process; and a
mileage rafe equal to the mileage rate established by the division-
of admiriistrationi for the usé of state ownéd vehicles for each.
mile actually traveled in recovering and conveying each fugitive
from justice to the jail of the parish in which he is ¢harged with
having committed the offeénse, plus all actual expenses incirred
in recovering and-¢onveying the fugitive to the jail, provided the
fugitive is charged with the commission of an offéense which
might be punishable with imprisooment in the state
peniténtiary, Where the fugitive is charged with a misdemeadrnior,
the sheriff shall be reimbursed the actual expense incuired by
him in recovering and conveying the fugitive to the parish
jail. An explicit bill for each item of such expenses, with
receipts therefor, if receipts can be obtained, including the fees
and charges for making the arrest, must be made out. This bill
shall be paid by the parish upon the approval of the district judge
or police jury.

(4) For transportation of prisoners to the peénitentiary of other

prison, for every mile which the sheriff or his -deputies
necessarily travel in going to and returning from, a mileage rate
equal to the mileage rate established by the division of
administration for the use of state owned vehicles. In addition,
not more than two deputies shall be compensated 4t the rate: of
teh cetits per milé for every mile which is necessarily traveled in
goitig to siich penifentiary or other prisori; and for the expensé
of each prisoner conveyed, five cents per mile for going only,
but riot less than five dollars for each prisoner.

(5) No sum shall be paid for any service specified in the preceding
paragraph unless the sheriff's account names the prisoner
conveyed and is approved by the district judge or police jury.

ey
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connection with jail operations by parish governments, is set forth inLa. R.S. 13 :5535. Itprovides:
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(6) ‘For conveying an insane person to the insane asylum, the same Aol SRRy
fees ds above set forth for the conveyance of prisoners to the b iﬁ"j‘
penitentiary or other prison, to be paid out of the parish treasury Flne 2R ;
tipon the order of the district judge or police jury, and all other [
expenses previously incurred in bringing the insane person o B
before the district judge. 3 .
e - o
w e EFL 3n
' . - - I3 LS *
(7) For each waitant executed outside of the parish, two dollars. 3; i
*y "';i ::,. - " i;
(8) Sheriffs are entitled to receive the same fees as fixed in civil v
matférs when a person is convicted and condemned to pay costs, :
C . 5 .. . - -1 ' - 9
which in no event shall be less than five dollars. X
(9) For taking appearance bond when required to do so, fifteen > s
dollars, unless suspended by a judge of the district court of the : .
parish. A judge ofa district court of the parish shall waive this SLL T o
fee if a defendant has been tried and fourd not guilty or if the -
charges against the defendant are dismissed. .
37. "
La. R.S. 13:5535 makes it clear that these are the exclusive charges in all criminal-'m'cjttél.',_'s; v
H
for which the Sheriff can be reimbirsed becanse it states “[t]hié comipensation; fees;, and: costs

hy “ Jo 5wt
allowed sheriffs, the parish of Orleans excepted, for all services in criminal matters, shullrlie??t?ie=f* B

Because La. R.S. 13:5535 includes within its mandate certain jaii-f;éfafef'i"" -

3

following:..."
compensation, fees and costs, these are the only chaiges allowed a shefiff in corinection w1th the ’
parish jail.

38.

Thus, La. R.S. 13:5535 enurnerates just nine distinct fees or charges that a shetiff ¢an .
collect, some from parish government, in criminal matters including some expenses related to the. * -+

parish jail and its prisoners, . s .

39. oo -

The charges that can be récovered from parish governmenits by a sheriff iﬁ'cdﬂﬁecfidﬁ‘ﬁ’iiﬁ'

a sheriff’s jail operatioris are: (1) not less than three dollars and fifty cents ($3.50) per day for é;’é'lii% -
prisoner for the keeping and feeding of the prisoners; (2) fifty ($50.00) dollars fof executlnganyn u

N

prisoner seritenced to éapital punishment; (3) fot recovering and conveying each fugitive ‘Erom '
justice to the jail of thie parish in which he is charged with having committed the offense, =az,rhiléé.‘gsi: |
rate equal to the mileage rate established by the division of administration for the use of state {*;,,;
owned vehicles for each mile actually traveled in recovering and conveying each fugitive from = -~

*
t : 11l
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justice to the jail of the parish in which he is charged with having committed the offenise, plus fﬂlf;

.,
15
W
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actual expenses incurred in recovering and conveying the fugitive to the jail; (4) for trafnsporting’ - I

prisoners to and from the jail, the mileage rate established by the division of administration for 'the:_

[}

use of state owned vehicles, plus ten ($0.10) cents per mile for each deputy engaged ‘in the |, * | "

FIL T S

-
;. .
W TRy
4

transportatiofi up to two deputies, plus five ($0.05) cents per mile for each prisoner fof geing 1o ~

the prison only, but not less than five ($5.00) dollars for each prisoner; (5) for conveying an insane

e

person to the insane asylum, the same fees as allowed for transportation of prisoners; (6) foreach
warrant executed outside of the parish, two ($2.00) dollars. . .
40.
» H
As set forth in La. R.S. 13:5535(1), a parish governing authority is obligated to pay to'a,
sheriff “for keeping and feeding of prisoneis in jail not less than three dollars and fifty cefits'per

diem for each prisoner” with any strplus funds remaining at the end of the fiscal yeat to betehitned -
to the parish goverhing aithority. Thus, a parish governing authority fully satisfies its"statitory " ST
obligation to pay for keeping and feeding of parish prisoners when it pays a sheriff $3.50 pei day

pér parish prisoner becausé it has paid a sum that is not less than $3.50 per day. ) e
41. oy

As set forth in La. R.S. 13:5535(4), a parish governing authority must reimburse a shetiff
at a statitorily prescribed rate for transporting prisoners to and from the state penitentiary.of d‘"c'ﬁéijr r
prison, which would include the parishrjail. That rate is the mileage rate established by'the di.\’TiSio%
of administration for the use of sfate-owned vehicles, plus ten ($0.10) ¢ents per mile for" edicli
deputy engaged in the transportation up to two deputies, plus five ($0.05) cents per mile for each
prisoner for going to the piison only, but not less than five ($5.00) dollars for éach prisoner.’ Thus, »
a parish governing' authority fully satisfies its statutory obligation to pay for parish prisonek

e

v Y

transportation when it pays a sheriff the foregoing ptescribed rate.

42.

13

The remaining reimbursements mandated by La. R.S. 13:5535 are clear and not in di’spli't‘é.- T

Accordinigly, as to the charges of La. R.S. 13:5535 that can be assessed to the Patish Ld, “R.S: ..

13:5535(1), 5535(2), 5535(3), 5535(4), 5535(6), and 5535(7), the Parish seeks only & declafativh

-11 -




that these are the exclusive ¢charges that can assessed by the Sheriff against the Parish in connectionst

with parish prisoners, unless such charges are established by other statutes.

PR
»

43.

:
A parish governing authority is obligated to reimburse a sheriff for his actual expensesi! 5 ~'x
-t -y
1

incurred in confection with ciminal proceedings. More specifically, La. R.S. 15:304 provides:”

La. R.S. 15:304. Expenses to be paid by parishes; juror's fee in' city
of New Orleans

All expenses incurred in the different parishes of the state or in the g
city of New Orleans by the arrest, confinement, and prosecution of A
persons accused or convicted of crimes, their removal to prison, the '
pay of witnesses specifically provided for by law, jurors and all ; "
prosecutorial ‘expenses whatever attending criminal proceedings L
shall be paid by the respective parishes in which the offense.charged } o
may have been commiitted-or by the city of New Otleans, as the case: N
may be. The-expenses shall be paid by the parish treasurer or by the ’ g e
city of New Orleans after an account of the éxpenses shall be duly

ceitified to be correct by the presiding judge and the cletk of K
court. The fees, salaries, and expenses to be paid shall be fixed and -
regulated by the. parish or city authority unless otherwise provided S Rt
by law. T o

44,

As expressly stated in La, R.S. 15:304, the foregoing charges may be imposed only after
they have been duly certified to be correct by the presiding judge and the clerk of coutt in the
criminal proceeding. ‘Among the charges that may be imposed are (1) trahsportation costs (which
are now more specifically itémized in La. R.S. 13:5535(1)); (2) the compérsation’ of witnesses: ‘__f«‘"
specifically provided for by law (presumably expert witnésses), (3) the fees of jurors; and (4):a]l S -
other prosecutorial expenses. La. R.S. 15:304. The only matter contained in La. R.S. 15:304 that
pertaing to a shériff reimbursement or a jail expense is the transportation of prisoners (i.c:,
“removal to prison”), which transportation costs are now itemized as a préscribed mileage ;
reimbursement in La. R.S. 13:5535(1). ‘ -y

45,

Accordingly, La. R.S. 15:304 is not génerally applicable to sheriffs or their obligations But
C
instead is intended to apply' only to expenses actually incurred’ directly in connectior with é e .
L
crifninal couit proceeding creating an obligation of the parish governing athority to reimbutsé

those €xpenses after they have been certified correct by the presiding judge and cletk &f couit.

-12-
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Certain Jail Building Expenses Are Variable and Must Be Allocated ' P
Pt g

46. PRI

The Sheriff has sthtut'ory authority to house non-parish prisoners, including federal L

prisoners pursuant to La. R.S. 15:707 and state prisoners committed to the Departriciit 6f Piiblic; " =%
v, sy
Safety and Coirections pursuant to La: R.S. 15:824. w T
47.

Both L. R.S. 15:707 and La. R.S. 15:824 provide compensation to the Shesiff fot the!

housing of such non-parish prisoners, and neither statute alters or expands the statutory obligations . ; ae

Kl
£

existing between the Sheriff and the Parish.

.
48, SR
o

The Sheriff: chiooses to house DOC, féderal, out-of:state and/or immigration detefitiont »: «
oy o
prisoners in the Detention Cénter: R
49,

E

The Shériff receives remuneration from the detaining entities with whom he has CONtrACts” ». ¢ =

4

ey

N

in exchange for keeping their prisoners. e '
50.
Because the Shetiff chooses to house rion-parish prisoner§ in the Detention ‘Cénter, th‘e
Sheriff must bear the cost of paying the variable expenses of the Detention Center bulldn}ﬁ ih )
proportion to the prisoner population that is non-parish.

L

For example, utility costs of the Detention Center are a variable expense of the jail buildigy - -
and because the Sheriff houses both Parish and non-parish prisoners utility costs shall bealiocatéd.” .
monthly in proportion to the prison population that is Parish ‘as compared to non-parish.

Sheriff’s Arbitrage of Parish Jail Beds at the Expense of the Parish »

52.

A

The Sheriff has moved parish prisoners out of the Detention Center to instead house those *
non-parish prisoniers fof whom he can garner a much higher per diem reimbursémerit thian wihiat &

parish governiment is statutorily obligated to pay under La. R.S. 13:5535(1). ' "o x

13- ' ;
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53.

~

kY

On information and belief, the sheriff houses out-of-state prisoners ‘in the Detention -

x
7t

..‘
IR
o

Center and receives compeénsation approaching $100 per prisoner per day.

%

.h
-
-
S SR
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54.

H
.
P
4
ki
3
&
H
.

In effect, the Sheriff arbitrages the beds and cells at the Detention Ceniter for the financial | =59 %

benefit of the Sheriff’s Office, but at the expense of the Parish and the citizens of Natchitoches: MEEVEEE
Parish. . ‘ -

These Sheriff actions result in Natchitoches parish prisoners being sent out of the parish to

. oA

be kept at other parish jails throughout the state.
56. ' :
These other parish jails, or the shetiffs keeping them, receive Natchitoches Pafish

prisoners, then in turn invoice the Parish for the keeping of these Natchitoches Parish prisoners at «
* PN

[ k4

rates well above the $3.50 stafutory per diem rate for feeding and keeping set forth if La9i

L,
ﬁ;:’
1

R.8.13:5535(1). ‘

)

57.
" This significantly increases the costs to the Parish incurred in the feeding and kéeping of
parish prisoners in violation of La. R.S. 13:5535 and serves to enrich the Sheriff’s Officeand thie” * ' - °
District (and its contractor LaSalle), due to the Sheriff and District effectively arbitraging th‘efﬁreﬂ'si*ﬂ

at the Detention Center for the Sheriff’s Office’s and District’s own increased reverues.

_—

58.

- » . . N L o . Ty d %ni A
Furthermore, the. removal of parish prisoners from Natchitoches Parish results 1
coimplications in tryifig to resolve the crirninal docket of the 10® Judicial District Court de‘to thé

tepeated absence of Natchitoches Parish prisoners from the parish and the rieed to schedule théir

transpoftation back to the parish from other outlying parishes thioughout the state for heatings, + - .-

¢

trials, and other criminal proceedings.

s :
59 -

w

wrs wa ot

Likewise, the temoval of parish prisonefs froin Natchitoches Parish results in uwndfe

hardship on crimipal defendants, who are presumed innocent until convicted, and their'féniiliés'ﬁy"

- 14 - ”
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making meeting with their retained or appointed defense counsel difficult if not impossible and by ) - s
~ - ‘

causing families to have to travel in order to visit their detained family members. i S ‘
60. . 5,

The only existing statutory authority allowing the Sheriff to rélocate parish prisoners from '

the Detention Center to otlier parishes is set forth in La. R.S. 15:706. It provides in rélevant pari: P

§706. Transfer of prisoners to jail of another parish

A.(1) Whenever the jail of a parish is unsafe or unfit for the security
of prisoners, or is held by judicial decree unfit for the detention of
some or all of the inmates, or presents a security risk to a prisoner ¢

or other prisoners or to the public, or whenever a particular prisoner -

presents a security or heéalth risk to himself or to other prisoners or o
to the public, the sheriff of the parish maintaining and keeping the

prisoner of prisoners may transfer any prisoner or priseners to the  ** P
jail or jails of any other parish by Wwritten contract with the sheriff of :
the other parish. ’

(2) If the prisoner or prisoners to be transferred are not under
sentence to the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, the
sheriff proposing to make the transfer shall notify the: court which
set ‘bail for thé prisonér or prisoners at least seventy-two hiours ¢
before making the transfer.

(3) If the prisoner or prisoners transferred are under sentence to the
Department of Public Safety and Corrections, the sheriff
transferring the prisoner or prisoners shall notify the department.
B. The sheriff to whom the transfer of the prisoner or prisoners is g
made' shall receive, for the maintenance of such prisoner -or o
prisoners, the same coriipensation authorized by law for the keeping
and feeding of prisoners, which shall be paid by thé parish
transferring the prisoner or prisoners. :
La. R.S. 15:706(A) & (B).
61.
As stated in the Subsection (A) of La. R.S. 15:706, parish prisoners can only be relocatéd
out of the parish to a jail of another parish if one of the following stated conditions exists: (1) the

jail is unfit or unsafe for security of prisoners; (2) when a judicial decree declares the jail unfitfor

some. or all of its-inmates; ot (3) when the jail presénts a security risk to a prisoner, other prisoners,;

or the public.
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62, *;_f"j'{ o H
None of the stated conditions of La. R.S. 15:706(A) warranting the relocation of Pafish L v "
prisoners exist at the Detention Center. Accordingly, there is no legal basis for the Sheriff’s-. -
4
transfer of any parish prisoners out of Natchitoches Parish. 3 - : 1‘,
N
63. kj: i i~ .

Moreover, the Sheriff has not and does.not provide on any regular basis the 72-hour noti¢e )

to thé trial judge of the 10™ Judicial District Court prior to any prisoner transfér as required by La.

R.S. 15:706(A)(2) and therefore does not satisfy the procedural prerequisite for the transfer, 0fany . -

e
E I

parish prisoner for which the required nétice is not provided. .

64. !

Finally, La. R.S. 15:706(B) sets the amouit that a sheriff from another parish can charge’ “ ’

Eig

the Parish for keeping and feeding its priseners. That amount is the “sarhe cmpenéh‘fi&ﬁ.
authorized by law for the keeping and feeding of prisoners” which is the $3.50 per diem ‘s'e'i:‘.‘f@")f‘i‘tflg’jr . .
in La. R.S. 13:5535(1).
65.
Accordingly, the Parish is not obligated to pay any more than the' $3.50 per diem for' t}:e
keeping of its prisoners outside of Natchitoches Parish. -
66. S
Despite the applicable law, the Parish is routinely invoiced by other sheriffs for the keeping
and feeding of Parish prisoners outside of Natchitoches Parish in amounts in excess of the statutory

mandate,

Sheriff Improperly Classifies Prisoners in Support of Tnvoicing LF

67. ' ' ’
The coirect classification of an inmate is important to suppoit the invoicing and paymmeit
functions between the Sheriff and the Parish.
68.
Upon informdtion and belief, the Sheriff continues to invoice the Parish for the per dem .
of prisoners after those prisoners have been sentenced and committed to the ciistody of fhe !

a?

Department of Public Safety and Cerrections.

-16 - .




69.

Once a prisoner is sentenced, that prisoner becomes a DOC prisoner for purposes of the

statutory compensation regime under La. R.S. 15:824.
70.

La. R.S. 15:824 also providés that "[w]hen the State makes paymeiit in accordance wi_'tﬁ:i
this Subsection, no additional compensation from the parish governing authority shall be paid-t
the sheriff fot the caré of those prisoners being held for the department.” La. R.S. 15:824(B)(2).

71. ¢ ) T

e I3

"
“

Aceordingly, upon a prisoner's seritencing and commitment to ‘the DOC, the Parish's
obligation to pay the per diem set forth in La. R.S. 13:5535(1} for that prisoner ccases.

72. ' .

Despite the clear language of the ‘statute, the Sheriff continues to' invoice the Patish'fot
é__l‘l‘arg'e's related to prisoners after the daté of their sentencing and commitment to the DOC. -

73.

The Parish's statutory obligation to pay for certain expenses for parish prisoners exists only
where that prisoner is charged with and being held for a Title 14 violation. Where ‘the District
Attorney does not charge a prisoner with a Title 14 violation but instead on a municipal violation;”
that prisoner is not a parish prisoner and the Parish has no financial obligation related t(; that
prisoner.

74.

On information and belief, the Sheriff classifies and invoices the Parish for prisoners who
are being charged and held solely on municipal charges simply because they were originally
arrested for Title 14 Violations,

75.

Additionally, prisoners “held” due to warrants issued in other parishes are fiot Natchitoches
parish prisonets for purposes of the statutory comperisation fegime between the Sheriff and the
Parish, but instead are prisoners of the parish that issued the warrant who must pay to the Sheriff

the statutory compensation due. T T s
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76. b
-

Similarly, prisoners “held” due to state probation or parole violations are not pafish-

prisoners for putposes of the statutory compensation regime existing between the Sheriff and the " ,
Parish, but instead the Sheriff must be compensated by the state parole board or other staté agencies | -, )

b ey s
requesting such hold for the costs of keeping and feeding such prisoners while they await Hearifigs -~ ¢
on their alleged probation or parole violations. See La. R.S. 15:574.7(A) (“Each patolee-shll *,
remain in the legal custody of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections”). i ":

¥

7. L
Likewise, prisoners booked by TCE agents with immigration detention holds are ot paisti:
prisoners for purposes of the statutory compensation regime existing between the Sheriff and the
Parish, but instead the Sheriff must be compensated pursuant to contracts in place with the
Department of Homeland Security/ICE. o
78. BN
The classification of whether a prisoner is a city, parish, DOC, federal, or oth‘é'r..f)"ris"b'nér’j
should be done in accordance with law pursuant to.the criminal charges lodged against the prisoher
(and not which agency made the arrest or the geographic location where the arrest occurred), orin
accordance with whether the prisoner is being held due to warrants from other parish or stdté

agencies, whether the prisoner is being held due to parole or probatiori holds, or whiether the

prisoner is being held pursuant to an immigration detention hold.

ot )

79. A SO
On information and belief, the Sheriff charges the Parish for prisonérs who are notproperly t

classified as parish prisoners.

Occupancy of Jails in the Parish

80. ret
The facility which houses inmates in Natchitoches Parish, the Natchitoches Patish
Detention Center (“Detention Center”), is owned by the District pursuant to La, R.S, 133 522(D)‘
and 13:5911 and was constructed with funding paid by the Natchitoches Parish taxpayers andfor

the citizens of Natchitoches Parish. )

- 18- 3
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81.
The Detention Center has a maximurn capacity of approximately 550 prisoners.
82.

The Sheriff and the District have entered into arrangements, whether verbal or by writterr

contact, with otfier entities ifcluding, but not necessarily limited to, the State Department of =~ .7

13

i

t

1
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Corrections and Natchitoches Solutions, LLC, an affiliate of LaSalle Corrections, ELIC:

(collectively “LaSalle™), to house prisoners in the Detention Center that are nen-parish prisoners. * ‘
83. -
In the case of :LaSalle, the District entered into a written Operafions and Management
Agreement (“Operations Agreement”) with LaSalle in August of 2024 regarding the operations 6f
the Detention Center. ’ P
84.

e

Pursuant to the-Operations Agreement, LaSalle is contractually obligated to opérate thic .

-t

e

Detenition Center in compliance with all applicable laws, is obligated to contract with’ aydilable ,
entities seeking to house prisoners in the Detention Center, is entitled to house such prisoners such
that the maximum Detention Center occupangcy is achieved,. and is entitled to invoice for, 'rece‘i'Ve_',: ¢
and keep all revenues generated from the detention of all prisoners in the Detention Centet. * ™
85. | "
Pursuarit to the Operations Agreément, L.aSalle is only obligated to keep 102 beds forail”
‘pre-trial detainees from Natchitoches Parish, whether parish prisoners of municipal prisoners: T
86.
On information and belief, LaSalle and the District contract with federal agencies and other
entities outside of Louisiana, including particularly Harris County, Texas, to housé prisoiiers ifi
the Detention Center at rates céxceeding $70 per day and in the case of Harris Couit'y; Tef{as e
reporftedly as much as $100 per day. +ed ' g J
87. et
By keeping the p‘t';‘pufation of patish prisoners low regardléss of actual demand, Ea:gali'e 18-

able to maxirnize its revenues. :
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* "?‘ | i '_.‘ "f;,

However, because the Detention Center was paid for at the expense of Natchifeches:; 2" . f .

g L ;‘;‘gu

taxpayers and for the benefit of the citizens of Natchitoches Parish, these parish jail facilities { * §

should be used first to house parish prisoners. , “ :

i .

89, S

Only after all parish prisoners are properly housed in the Detention Center should the vt
Sheriff, the Distiict; and its contractor, :LaSalle be allowed to keep other non-parish prisoners. ’ ‘ .

- - LR 19

90‘ g 4 Ly ar ,":

To the extent that the Sheriff causes the Parish to incur additional expénse or liability as a SR
redult of the Sheriff’s filling of beds and cells in the Detention Center to the exclusion.of 'panish‘r -
‘prisoners the Sheriff should bear any such increased expense. vt

91. B F x-':

3 . . - P Uy W L S
Furthermiore, the detention of parish prisoners outside Natchitoches Parish vielatés the *

right$ of parish' piisoners by making the retention of and communication ‘with defense Courisgl » .., .
more difficult and expensive. C
07, D
Additionally, the detention of parish prisoners outside Natchitoches Parish serves to -
increase the burden on the judicial system by removing parish prisoners from Natchitoches Parish
and slowing the judicial process when prisoners are not readily available for hearings éinti“‘bﬁt'fie"r:“' e
prettial appearances. ’
Incarceration of Patish Juvenile and Female Offenders
93. ’
The Sheriff is sending all jivénile and female offenders out of Natchitoches Parish for “shelr
pretrial incarceration at other Louisiana parish jails the expense of the Parish. S )

| 94, .

2

o

On information and belief, there exists sufficient capacity to house juvenile and feifiale”

-
“

offenders at the Detention Center. o

220 -




95.
Applicable law requires the Sheriff to house these offenders within Natchitoches Parish to
the extent possible, or, alternatively, if the Sheriff elects to house them elsewhere to bear the ' @
expense of their incarceration.

Sheriff Improperly Invoices the Parish

96. ’
The Sheriff has repeatedly invoiced the Parish for amounts that are mot due tnder
applicable law.

97.

i

The Sheriff has in the past and continues to this day to invoice the Parish monthly for per

dietn amounts for the feédinig and keeping of Parish prisoners in excess of the $3.50 per dile’m"“ v

13

amount set forth in La. R.S. 13:5535(1). ot T

98.

i

Applicable law mandates that the pro-rata share of variable expenses based on p‘r'isoﬁ*i
population be paid according to prisoner classification. However, the Sheriff’s office has n'.;;ve‘f‘
provided a breakdown of various variable costs showing the parish vs. non-parish prisoner basis.
the Sheriff’s Office has presented numerous invoices for payment with no clear accounting and -
assurance that the Parish would pay only for parish prisoners, as mandated. by law. The Court: ‘~
shouid declare that all invoiciiig must include a description of the prisoner clagsification supporting ‘
the invoicing. < V-

99.

On information and belief, the Sheriff/Sheriff’s Office has invoiced the Parish for other

expenses relating to non-parish prisoners in contfavention of the statutory regime.
100.

The Sheriff/Sheriff’s Office also imiproperly invoices for the incorrect number of 'Ibi'i"sdier' T

per diems (a/k/a “man days”) on a somewhat regular basis including per diem chatges for ptiseneérs, *

who are not parish prisoners or who have been released or transferred to other prisons.
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101.

The Parish is entitled to a declaration that the Sheriff is only anthorizeéd by law 0 invoice

the Parish for those amounts expressly aithotized by the statutory regime as recognized by thls N

Court’s declaratory judgment in this proceeding.

R

102. L :::‘:f.—-:';
Following entry of a declaratory judgment in favor of the Parish as prayed for herein; and

as supplemental relief in accordance with Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure article 1878, ~‘the':~:*.:

Parish is entitled to recover from the Sheriff all expenses it has incurred as aa result of the forégeing |

H
“

violations of law by the Sheriff and the District.
103.
Wherefore Plairitiff, Natchitoches Parish Government, prays that the Defendants, the{
Sheriff and the Distri¢t, be served and cited to appear, and after all legal delays ‘and due
proceedings are had, that thére be judgment herein in favor of the Plaintiffs, and ApHinst the!
Defendants declating as follows: ‘n, .
(a) La. R.S. 33:4715 requires the Parish to provide a jail building but does not require -
- the Parish to operate that jail building; *
(b) La. R.S. 13:5522(D) authorizes the Sheriff to build a Parish jail.
(c) La. R.S. 15:702 requires the Parish to maintain the jail building; which includes Cona .
both routine maintenance and repairs as well as capital expenditires, but that

B

maintenance does not include regular janitorial services such as cleaning, mopping,
and trash renioval which services are part of keeping the parish jail; DA
(d) La. R.S. 15:704 and La. R.S. 13:5539(D) require the Sheriff to keep or operate the ' .* *
parish jail; !
(e) Pursuant to La. R.S. 13:5522 and La. R.S. 13:5523, the Sheriff must bear all
expenses of the operations of the Detention Center , including specifically the

salaries and benefits of the Shetiff’s deputies providing jail keeping services, excépt . ;

as otherwise expressly set forth in other statutes;

-22 .




(f) Pursuant to La. R.S. 15:703, the Parish is responsible for the healthcare, including
all of its cost, for Parish prisoners; however, the Parish is not responsible for any
healthcare expenses associated with non-parish prisoners;

(g) The Sheriff, not the Parish, is responsible for any and all expenses associated with
the keeping of non-parish prisoners;

() La. R.S. 13:5535 provides the exclusive set of charges that can be imposed by thé

Sheriff in connection with criminal matters including charges that can be assessed.

to the Parish; those charges are set forth in La. R.S. 13:5535(1), 5535(2), 5535(3),
5535(4), 5535(6), and 5535(7);

(1) La. R.S. 13:5535(1) requires that the Parish pay $3.50 per day for each parish
prisoner kept in parish prisons;

(G) La. R.S. 13:5535(4) requires the Parish to compensate the Sheriff for the
transportdtion of parish prisoners to and from the parish jails at a rate equal to the
mileage rate established by the Division of Administration for the use of sfaté:
owned vehicles, plus the rate of ten cents ($0.10) for each deputy, up to two (2)
deputies, traveled and a separate amount of five cents ($0.05) per mile one way foi
each prisoner conveyed but not less than $5.00 for each prisoner transported; these
are the only transportation charges that can be assessed to the Parish for tran§port
of parish prisoners;

(k) Pursuant to La. R.S. 15:304, the Parish’s obligation created by that statute is to
reimburse ‘the actual costs incurred in criminal prosecutions after they have been
certified correct by the trial judge and Clerk of Court and nothing beyond such
costs;

(1) To the extent that any expenses that can be charged to the Parish are for goods and
services that likewise benefit non-patish prisoners, for example DOC prisofiers,
out-of-state prisoners, or federal prisoners then such expenses shall be considered
variable expensés and shall be allocated between the Sheriff and the Parish based
upon the percentage of Parish prisonef§s versus non-parish prisoners with the Sheriff

being responsible for the allocation of the percentage for all non-parish prisoners.

N




(m)The utilities at the Detention Center shall be allocated as a variable expense

between the Sheriff and the Parish based on the percentage of prisoners that are
Parish versus non-parish prisoners; )
(n) The Sheriff is not entitled to fill beds and cells at the Detention Center with non- Lo
paish prisoners to thie exclusion of parish prisoners as these facilities were built by "
Natchitoches Parish taxpayers for the benefit of Natchitoches Parish; .”:
(0) To the extent that the Sheriff fills the cells and beds of these faciiities with non- " N
parish prisoners, any increased costs resulting to the Parish shall be bome by the ' s
Sheriff; -
(p) La. R.S. 15:706 provides the only authority pursuant to which the Sheriff can
transfer parish prisoners from the Detention Center to out-of-parish prisons. o
(q) Pursuant to La. R.S. 15:706(A), the Sheriff may not transfer parish prisoners outsf.
Natchitoches Parish unless there is determination that the Parish jail is unsafe orr °~ ¢
unfit for the security of prisoners, a judicial decree declares the Parish jail unfit for
the detention of some or all the inmates, or the Parish jail presents a security risk to
a prisoner or other prisoners or to the public;
() Pufsuant to La. R.S. 15:706(A)(2) the Sheriff is required to notify the 10® Judicial *
District Court frial judge at least séventy-two (72) hours before the transfér of any T

parish prisoner based on the provisions of La. R.S. 15:706(A);

F

(s) Pursuant to La. R.S. 15:706(B), to the extent a parish prisener is relocated to a.
parish jail of another parish in accordance with La. R.S. 15:706(A), the Sheriff of
that other parish shall receive the statutory per diem of $3.50 per day ds set forth in
La. R.S. 13:5535(1) which fee shall be paid by the Parish;

(t) Pursuant to La. R.S. 15:706(D), to the extent a prisoner is transferred from a parish
prison to another parish in connection with a c1.‘imina1 prosecution in that parish, - &~

D'A
.

the parish in which the criminal court proceeding is to be held shall directly pay the e
Sheriff foi the cost of such transportation; ‘
(u) For purposes of invoicing the Parish, the Sheriff is required by law to properly

classify such prisoner as a parish prisoner; all persons arrested for and charged with ~ °~ %, -

-24.




Title 14 violations within the Parish of Natchitoches whether arrested by the
Sheriff’s Department or the Natchitoches City Police Department, or whether
arrested inside or outside of a municipality in Natchitoches Parish are properly

considered Parish prisoners and are subject to the compensation regimes set forth

in the statutes existing between the Sheriff and the Parish, including but not limited. ™~

to La. R.S. 13:5535;

(v) Whete the District Attorney does not charge a prisoner with a Title 14 violation,
that prisoner is hot & parish prisonef for purposes of the statutory coml?ensatib’n:
regiiiie, and the Pafish is not obligated to pay for the keeping and feeding of that
prisonef regardless of the basis for the initial arrest;

(w) Once a prisoner is senténced and committed to the custody of the Departiment of
Public Safety and Corrections, that prisoner becomes a DOC prisofier for purposes
of the statitory cotipensation regime between the Sheriff and the Patish, dnd the
Parish's obligation toward that prisoner ceases as of the date of senfencing,
regardless of whether the prisoner has been physically transferred out of the

Detention Center;

(x) Persons arrested for parole and probation violations are the responsibility of the

Probation and Parole Board of the State of Louisiana, not the Parish, and the Shefiff
cannot charge the Parish for the incarcerat;on of such persons;

(y) Tothe extent a person is arrested both for probation and parole violations and other
new Title 14 violations, such person is still subject to the jurisdiction of State
Probation and Parole Boaid, and therefore, the Sheriff must invoice that agéncy and
not the Parish;

(z) Prisoners held due to issuance of warrants issued by other jurisdictions, including
other Louisiana parishes, aré not Natchitoches Parish prisoners for purposes of the
statutory compensation regime between the Sheriff and the Parish but instead are
prisonérs of ‘the parish that issued the warrant; accordingly, the Parish is 1ot
obligated to pay the Sheriff for the keeping and feeding of prisoners. arrested

pursuant to warrants from other jurisdictions;

-25-




(aa) The classification of whether a prisoner is a parish prisoner, a DOC prisoner, a
federal prisoner, or some other prisoner should be done in accordance with law
pursuant to the criminal charges lodged against the prisoner or pursuant to the
criminal ¢harges for which the person was convicted and/or are otherwise being
heild in custody;

(bb) There exists no basis in the statutory compensation regime between the Sheriff and
the Parish to classify a prisoner on the basis of the geographic location where he
was arrested,

(cc) There exists no basis under the statutory compensation regime between the Sheriff
and the Parish to classify a prisoner based on the agency which made the arrest;

(dd) Because the Detention Centér was paid for by Natchitoches Parish taxpayets fot
the benefit of Natchitoches Parish, Natchitoches Parish prisoners should be housed
at these facilities to the greatest extent possible and to the exclusion of non-parish
prisoners;

(ee) To the extent practicable, the Sheriff is required to house juvenile and femmale
offenders in the Detention Center, and can only house those juvenile or female
offenders outside of Natchitoches Parish if the Detention Cénter cahnot housé such
juvenile or female offenders under applicable law;

(f) The Detention Center has sufficient capacity to house both juvenile and female
inmates. '

(gg) The Sheriff is required by applicable law to invoice the Parish only foi those
statutory charges expressly allowed in this declaratory judgment action, includirig
specifically the correct number of prisoner per diems (a/k/a “man days”);

(hh) Pursuant to La. C.C.P. art, 1878(A), Plaintiff be granted supplemental relief for any

and all amounts owed to the Parish as a result of the Sheriff’s and the Distret’s”

violations of law as declared by this Court, together with legal inferest theteon from

the date of judicial demarid until paid;{ii)  For all other legal or equitable relief

that is warranted by the allegations of this Petition for Declaratory Judgrnent aind *

Supplemental Relief.

-26 -

L
A

3

. e e o e me @ T amewd

L Ivdses

e

-
i

.
e e L
7o

)

-

-

-




(i) And the Parish further prays that the Sheriff be taxed with all costs of this

proceeding.

PLEASE SERVE:

R. Stuart Wright, Sheriff
200 Church St
Natchitoches, LA 71457
(318) 352-6432

and

Respectfully submitted,

DAIGLE FISSE & KESSENICH, PLC

BY: stJames L. Bradford Il

=
¥ o
i ke, AT

James L. Bradford, III (#23662)

Kirk N. Aurandt (#25336)

Lauren A, Williams (#37917)

227 Highway 21 i
Madisonville, LA. 70434-5350

Telephone: 985.871.0800

Facsimile: 985.792.8209

Emails: jbradford@daiglefisse.com;
kaurandt@daiglefisse.com;
Iwilliams@daiglefisse.com; ,
bward@daiglefisse.com e

COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFF, .
NATCHITOCHES PARISH GOVERNMENT

Natchitoches Parish Law Enforcement District

through

R. Stuart Wright, Sheriff

200 Church St.
Natchitoches, LA 71457
(318) 352-6432
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CITATION

NATCHITOCHES PARISH GOVERNMENT, Tenth Judicial District Court :
A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE ‘
STATE OF LOUISIANA

VS Parish of Natchitoches ‘

i
R. STUART WRIGHT, IN HIS OFFICIAL State of Louisiana i . 3
CAPACITY AS SHERIFF OF }
NATCHITOCHES PARISH AND THE !
NATCHITOCHES PARISH LAW 4
ENFORCEMENT DISTRICT a1 .

DOCKET NUMBER: C-96652 B

N
(

i “l'i‘l I; ‘ “

TO: NATCHITOCHES PARISH LAW ENFORCEMENT DISTRICT e Y
THROUGH:
R. STUART WRIGHT SHERIFF :
200 CHURCH STREET N
NATCHITOCHES, LA 71457

o

YOU HAVE BEEN SUED.
Attached to this Citation is a certified copy of the Petition. The petition tells you what you are belng sued for.

You must EITHER do what the petition asks, OR, within TWENTY-ONE (21) days after you have recelved
these documents, you must file an answer or other legal pleadings in the Office of the Clerk of this Courtat the
Natchitoches Parish Courthouse, in the City of Natchitoches in said Parish. .
If you do not do what the petition asks, or if you do not file an answer or legal pleading within TWENTY-ONE
(21) days, judgment may be entered against you without further notice.

Witness the Honorable Judges of our said Court on this AUGUST 13, 2026. W

DAVID STAMEY, Clerk of Couit

BY: _Lonuese 3. Poaee® ..
Deputy Clerk i
Natchitoches Parish )

ATTORNEY:
JAMES L. BRADFORD, III . !

ATTACHMENTS: , o
CERTIFIED COPY OF PETITION FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AND SUPPLEMENTAL RELIEF -

L 4
NOTICE <

t
Access to the Natchitoches Parish Courthouse is available to those persons with disabilities who require a ground levél entrarice thrdugh the St. Detiis:

Street entrance. To réquest spécial accommodation call the Clerk of Court at (318) 352-8152 or the office of the Chief Judge at (318).357:2710. The- .
1following facilities are'available to persons with disabilities: »
*Ground level access at St. Denis Street entrance to courthouse K
*Handicapped accessible elevator to all floors : v
*Wheelchair accessible doois to courtrooms
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YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. I
Attached to this Citation is a certified copy of the Petition. The petition tells you what you are being sued for:

You must EITHER do what the petition asks, OR, within TWENTY-ONE (21) days after you have receive&;'
these documents, you must file an answer or other legal pleadings in the Office of the Clerk of this Couit at the
Natchitoches Parish Courthouse, in the City of Natchitoches in said Parish.

If you do not do what the petition asks, or if you do not file an answer or legal pleading within TWENTY-ONE
(21)days, judgment may be entered against you without further notice.

Witness the Honorable Judges of our said Court on this AUGUST 13, 2026.

DAVID STAMEY, Clerk of Court

BY: §bl\-%99 SS.%M M
eputy Clerk

Natchitoches Parish

ATTORNEY:
JAMES L. BRADFORD, III
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ATTACHMENTS: - o S
CERTIFIED COPY OF PETITION FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AND SUPPLEMENTAL RELIEF-
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Access to the Natchitoches Parish Courthouse is aviilable to those  persons with disabilities who requlre a ground.level entranice through the" St Dents: e

Street entfance. ‘To request special accommodation call‘the Clerk of Court at (318) 352-8152 or the office of the Chief Judge at.(318) 357-2210 The
following facilities are available to persons with disabilities:

¥
*Ground level access at St. Denis Stréef entrance to courtliouse
*Handicapped accessible elevator to all floors
*Wheelchair accessible doors to courtrooms
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